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To the Ricur HonovraBLe 


WILLIAM, Lord MansFitLD. 


My Los, 


THIS LETTER to the noble Peer, is the 
The 
Freedom, my Loxp, I have taken, in inſcribing 
it to your LorDsH1e, ariſes, from the high 
Eſtimation of thoſe diſtinguiſhed Qualities, ſo 
eminently conſpicuous, ' in the Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the Kino's-Be ncx-——PFor this Freedom. 
I crave your Loxpsniy's Parrdon, 


effuſion of an honeſt Indignation. 


I am, my L OR D, 
Your Lox DSHI's moſt obliged, 


and moſt devoted humble Servant, 


% 


& Davin" 37 JOHN CHAPMAN. 


1 
FE Ti 


Myr Lokp, 


HE only time I had the honour of ſeeing your 

Lordſhip, was occafioned by the groſs impoſitions [ 
laboured under, reſpecting the practices in your Lordſhip's 
Court Baron of Abergavenny, exerciſed towards me. And 
at the ſame time, I do remember, | flattered myſel!, that 
1 ſhould meet with redreſs, conſidering the nature of the 

oppreſſion, and from your Lordſhip's ſeeming diſpoſition 

to afford me relief. | 
' Having however, unfortunately failed in that application 
I am now compelled to apply to your Lordſhip in this man- 
ner, for the following reaſons, —Firſt, my Lord, the ve 
great diſtance of fituation in life, reſpecting your Lordſhip ; 
and myſelf. — Secondly, the diſtance of ſituation 
reſpecting locality.— Thirdly, having certain information 
of the abuſe of your Lordſhip's ear, occaſioned by the two 
firſt reaſons. —And laſtly, my Lord, the very diſagreeable 
perplexity in which that abuſe pour'd into your Lordſhip's 
ear, has involved me. 

As far, my Lord, as reſpects the firſt and ſecond reaſons, [ 
mean to acquaint your Lordſhip in this Letter. The third 
and the laſt reaſon, I mean to inſert in a poſtſcript, ſome time 
hence. The occaſion thereof, my Lord, is too obvious to 
your Lordſhip, to need any further explanation at this time, 

That your Lordſhip may form a perfect judgment of this 
buſineſs, | will begin firſt with my application to one, who 
holds a farm in the ſame pariſh in which I reſide; but who 
at that time was in London; and who is Steward; or quondam 
dteward to your Lordſhip, I he Letter of application, | ſent 
'to your Lordſhip, under a cover, addreſſed, 2 

| 0 


LS I 
To WIL LIIAu Mose E No. 15, Seymour-ſtreet, 
| Portman-ſquare. 

S IX, | 

« YOU I addreſs, as a neighbour, a gentleman, and a 
Reward to the Right Hon, the Lord Abergavenny. A com- 
bination, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall have no occaſion to depart 
from, "Tis certainly, Sir, a very diſagreeable ſenſation, 
to make an exgrdium, where the ſubject is complaint ang 
injury.—l ſpeak as | feel. —[ have been ſituated in Mong 
mouthſbire three years, and from almoſt the firſt month, 
have been continually ſerved with ſummonſes to the Court 
Baron of Abergavenny.— Upon this new and unexpected 
mode of proceeding, I applied for advice to a per- 
fon, whom I in agined, at that time, to be my friend. 
He told me, the only means to prevent ſuch impoſitions, 
would be to remove thoſe cauſes into the Court of King's- 
Bench. Accordingly that advice I followed for ſome time; 
but an accident preventing the Writ of Removal, ( Accedas 
ad Curiam, tis called) coming time enough for one ſuit, I 
was perſuaded by my neighbour, Solomon Fones, Efq; (the 
Iate High Sheriff) to ftand a trial in the Court, on the fair 
foundation of the cauſe itſelf, But, Sir, though having a 
very ſmall knowledge of the practice of the law; yet when 
I heard an evidence admitted, and perjure himſelf, to the 
knowledge of many preſent, and declare he would ſwear 
any thing the Attorney ordered him, 1 could not help re- 
flecting on the villainy of ſuch practice; more eſpecially ſo, 
when | was informed, a Juryman was propoſed by the At- 
torney, to lit on that trial, who at this time, is liable to 
ſuffer capitally, for returning from tranſportation.— I dare 
ſay, Sir, I have no occaſion to inform you, of my diſpoſi- 
tion, to have no more trials.in ſuch a court; and it would 
be taking up too much of your time, to give you the parti- 
culars of every ſuch cauſe, pig 

« *Twas, | think, on Wedneſday the 19th of January laſt 
J was ſerved with another ſummons, in the name of Jona- 
than Groſvenor ; having no knowledge of the name, thought 
it was fictitious, and only intended tor the purpoſe of giv- 
ing me ſome trouble; but on enquiry, found the matter to 
be what the following affidavits will inform you, 

« JAMES RuWLAND, bailiff to John Chapman, of 
Werndee, in the county of Monmoutb, gent, maketh oath 
and ſaith; That ſome time in the year 1772, he was in 
N | company 
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company with, and heard his maſter lett a jobb of mooting 
work, to Joſeph Stanley, and Jeſebb Lewis,” which jobb was 
in 2 field called, Kar-Pool-Sound, and a little field adjoin- 
ng to it. That the jobb was to moor up alf the trees, 
— ed and ney. wiag that had a root growing; and to 
lay the ſtones in heaps, ind to make the groind fit and pro- 
per for the plough to perform it's office, without farther 
trouble; j and for which jobb, his ſaid maſter did agree to 
pay four , | guineas when fnifhed. That between the 29th 
of Sepfember, and the 15th of November, the ſaid Foſeph 
Stanley, and”; another man (whoſe name this depbnent lays, 
is Jonathan Groſvenor) dick 12 the ſaid rer but not do- 
ing their work in a proper manner, were e at the 
requeſt o this deponent, after feceiving four ſhillings for 
their labour. Rd the aid AR ro e no . was 
employed by his maſter, 0 n! nor 9015 his maſter 
know whs 550 began t] the job nis retutn from London,” 


2 Aenne cee 6 ee Then mark ot 
to Wits) | | ON MESSE ROWLAND,* 


Voluntari hy ns 3 me 3 45 iſt day of Felruary, 1774. 
J. LEWIS; one of his Majeſty's Ay. ol the Peace 
in, and for, the ſaid County. 283311 


William Crarmany gent. maketh bath” 150 ſaith, 
That John Chapman, of 2 Fngre, in the County of Mon- 
mouth, gent. did ſet out. from Meme to London, on the 
29th of September, 1772, and did not return till on or about 
the 17th of November following, during whieh time, two men 
began to moot up a piece of rough ground, in a field called 
Kar-Pool-Sound, belon mg to the ſaid Fobn Chapmen'; 
and which men (were : arged from air work) after 
receiving four ſhillings, for not doing it in a _ man- 
ner. And that the ſaid John Chapman was utterly ignorant 
who had began the work, until his return — Ayo 
Monmouth County 
to wit, 


Voluntarily ſworn this 1 da * — 17745 before me 
. LEWIS, one of his oy. ajeſty s Juſtices of the Peace, 

in, and for, the ſaid County, 
could have ſent you two other affidavits to the ſame 
purpoſe ; notwithſtanding which, I dare not ſtand a trial in 
the Court Baron of Abergavenny, tis ſo replete with petty- 
toggers, perjurers, villains of all kinds, and of the loweſt 
claſs that crawl, You 


Wu. Crapu AN, 
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You will ſee, Sir, immediately, from the face of theſe 
affidavits, that I let a piece of rough ground to be cleared, 
by a Foſeps Stanley and Foſeph Lewis ; but they diſagreeing, 
Stanley hired a Jonathan Groſvenor, to work with him. 
The jobb was began by them, and they were diſcharged 
for not doing it properly; and that I was in London during. 
the whole time. 3 7 
This makes, I think, the half ſcore of theſe actions, 
brought againſt me, which I have removed or defended at 
the expence of ſome Fifty Pounds : and one of them, coſt 
me a journey to, and from London.—And the Deity, who is 
a witneſs to my 3 knows, the whole of them, 
were equally as falſe, frivolous, and litigious, as the in- 
cloſed. And this may be the caſe (except ſome interpoſi« 
tion) durante vitd ; for I cannot foreſee any end thereto. 
As a gentleman, and a neighbour, | therefore appeal to 
your heart ; as ſteward to Lord Abergavenny, to your under- 
Kanding —And I dare ſay, Sir, your concern will equal 
mine, if your power to_redreſs this grievance, - is not ade- 
quate to your wiſhes. In which caſe, I deſire not to trou- 
ble you further, than a recommendation to me, which ſtep 
is the moſt proper for me to take herein? I mean, Sir, whe- 
ther this ſubject- matter is an object, moſt proper for the 
private ear of Lord Abergavenny, or to addreſs his Lordſhip 
through the public prints in London ? and for which pure 
poſe, 1 will wait upon you immediately. I muſt mention 
another additional circumſtance, wherein you can further 
ſerve me, (which I hope you will grant) that is, if I am 
obliged to apply to his Lordſhip's private ear, you would 
Not give me the diſagreeable review of theſe matters, in a 
firſt introduction concerning it; but lay the contents before 
his Lordſhip, * . | 
P. S. The Attorney in And you'll oblige 
all theſe Cauſes, fiens himſelf 0 your very humble Servant, 
Thomas Jenkins, J. CHAPMAN. 
Werndee, 5th. February, 1774+ 
An anſwer to this letter, I received ſome two months afs 
terwards ; but as the contents, my Lord, carried neither in- 
formation, nor ſatisfaction, I took it, when in town, to your 
Lordſhip's Steward for explanation, — Therefore, my Lord, 
1 haye it not. | 
1 5 Should 
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| Should your Lordſhip imagine me too prolix in the ſubſe- 
vent Part of this nn your Lordſhip to conſider, 
that I have no leſs than ſo impartial an ordeal, as the pub- 
lic Eye upon me, and a Detection is eaſily obtained. That 
the regard I bear to Truth, will not ſuffer me, know- 
ingly to miſinform your Lordſhip. That from a Certainty 
of your Lordſhip's Ear having been abuſed, is one Motive of 
this Letter; and therefore, my Lord, I hope you will ex- 
cuſe me, ſhould your Lordſhip at this Time, think Truth 
too tedious, | | 
ln my Letter to your Lordſhip's Steward, I made mention 
of ſome half Score of theſe Actions brought againſt me at 
the Time I wrote that Letter. And I believe, my Lord, it 
was then about that Number.—But could I get Information 
from the Court- book, I could eaſily fativfy your 'Lordſhip. 
I have called ſeveral Times at your Recorder's Houſe, but can - 
not have an Opportunity of ſeeing him. | 
Your Lordſhip, at the Time, | had the honour of a Con- 
ference with you, on this Buſineſs, told me, you was quite 
a Stranger to the Subject In order therefore, to give your 
Lordſhip the whole of the Intelligence, I am capable of, 1 
will begin with the Form of the Writ of Summons, which 
is the firſt Introduction to the Notice of your Lordſhip's 
Court Baron. ; oh 
Manor of Abergavenny. | | 
WILLIAM Mona, Eſq; Steward of the ſaid Manor. 
To Charles Ofland, Bailiff of the fame Manor, greeting. 


« I command you to ſummon John Chapman, ſo that he 
be, and appear at the next Court Baron, to be held at 
the Guild-tJall, within the Town of Ab-rgavenny, in, and 
for the faid Manor, to anſwer | in a 
Plea of - Given under the Seal of 
my Office, this | —_ -. 


H. Gass, Recorder. 


; By the ſame Steward. 

Jon CHAPMAN, you are ſerved with this Proceſs, 
to the intent, that you may, by your Attorney, appear at 
the next Court Baron, at the Return thereof, being on 
Wedneſday the day of 


A 1774 

in order to your Defence in this Action. Ws 

2 THomMas JE * KINS, Attorney for the he 
. * 0 


1 10 
To this Summons an Appearance muſt be entered; or in 
caſe of failure, a Diſtringas is iſſued out, for a contempt 
of the Court; and the Officers thereof take away ſuch Cat- 
tle or Goods, as come firſt to hand; and are by them kept 
until the Expences attending the Summons and Diftringas, 
are diſcharged, and an Appearance entered by ſome Attorney. 
This Summons, my Lord, may be ſuppoſed, that which 
is mentioned to your Lordſhip's Steward, in my Letter to 
him; and as the Accedgs could not be procured, I was ad- 
viſed to try the Cauſe ; and have in that Letter mentioned 
the iniquitous Practices 1 was a Witneſs to. And now I 
will acquaint your Lordſhip with the Coſts attending a Trial, 
in your Lordſhip's Court Baron of Abergavenny,' viz 


18 C. f. d. 
Warrant to defend * 1 } „ {Cote 0 1 © 
Entering Appearances: 7 1 o 3 6 
Rule io Declare and ee — 0 1 

Copy, and Service - - ern 
Copy, Declaration and Fee = — 0 2 
Fee on demanding Plea - -'- 0 1 © 
Attending Court for time to plead and Rule 0 1 6 
Drawing Plea - I e Ci 119-190 

Filing and Fee - - oO 1 6 
Attending taking Inſtructions to ſending for 7 
Accedas . Nan 
Drawing Precipe, and Cp 0 3 0 
Paid Curſitor, for making out Hecedaass 0 5 6 
Several Attendants for the ſame, when _ | 6 8 

happened to be no private Seat 18. 
Retaining Fee, for Trial in Abergavenny Court 0 3 4 

Drawing Brief and fair Copy „ 0 40 
Journey to Abergavenny to attend Trial - 1 1x © 
Paid Fees there - : 3 0 1 0 
Paid Damages and Coſts taxed e ii 
Attending to tax Plaintiff's Bill — — 3 4 

5 80 7 
VN. B. The Damages in this Cauſe were 0. 4. 6 


Your Lordſhip being now acquainted with the Expence 
attending a Trial in your Court Baron; 'tis proper to give 
your Lordſhip an Account of the Charges attending a Re- 
moval of a. Cauſe, from the Court Baron, into the Court of 
King's- Bench. | Some 


11 1 
Some time, my Lord, in 1773, JL was ſerved with a Writ 
from your Lordihip's Court Baron, in the Name of Jeſeph 
Stanley; and for which an Accedas ad Curiam was procured. 
This is the Foſep5 Stanley already mentioned | * .my Letter 
to your Lordſhip" s Steward, | | 


Jong CHAPMAN, Gent. at the Suit of 7, eas Sr 
fo 7. d. 


> 4 wy Pf 


' 


Warrant to Jefend „„ | 


©. is © 
Entering Appearance and fee = . 
Copy, Declaration and Fee e 
Drawing Plea — — 4 
Filing and Fee 3 - 9,43. © 
Copy, Iſſue and Fee +520” o 2 © 
Drawing Brief, and fair Copy © - = „ 
Attending taking Inſtructions to ſend fory Fa: 
Accedas ud Curiam 1 4 
Paid for Writ, Fine and Fee 4.054 
Mleſſenger to Under Sheriff with Writ .Q..2; 0 
Paid Sheriff for * it - - 0.6 8 
Recorder - r=: i. 3» 0 
Suitors- .. .-* — . 0 2 8 
2 2 1 6 
Paid the Under Sheriff his em to Aber: 
\» {gavenny to read the Writ 'T ig 
"= —— there, Horſe hire, and — 13 
— * rit to London „ 
ling it, and Fee — - o. 7 8 
. "2 arrant to defend — — — 8 
Entering Appearance - - - © 8 10 
Fee, Cauſe ended nes 4 
5 11 10 


Tis above Sum, my Lord, I paid . removing this 


Cauſe. 95 


1 have, my e; one 1 Bil, to ſhew your Lordſhip, 


It was paid on Akcount of an Accedas not coming, and 
rv . Til 


B 2 | Will1am 


( 2871 


WILLIAM —— ee Joun CHAPMAN. 
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; . Le . 4, 
Warrant to proceed — . 
Summons - 3 #5: 4 Drody 
Entering Action + "BE © 
Fee KI — ne 
Declaration drawing "oo RG OD 
| Filing - — 9 1 
Rule to Plead and Fee - a--4 
Notice to demand Plea, Copy and Service 0 2 
| Copy, Plea and fee OA) 
Entering Similiter 8 2 - 0 1 
Venire 3 9 - 38 Sac $18! 
Subpœna 9 1 Go. 
Notice of trial, copy and Service + 0 4 
Drawing four Tickets nl nee dib: 
Serving Three Witneſſes - Pr Sh 0 
Lon Wa e 05 ii $i: o I 
rawing Brief and fair Co K. a „ Gh6 
Coufeil — 4 | WE: r o 6 
Attorney's 1 JF — oO 5 
| Summoning Jury . 9 2 
Bill, Coſts, and Copy + - - o 1 
Faxing Coſts A en? hate Obi 
Attorney's Fee, four Courts *> 64: + 197 05:94 
9 8. 2 »- 3:40: 4 
Debt 0 171 0 
— 
317 4 


Taxed the above Debt and Coſts to of 3 9 2 by me 
i. GABB, Recorder. 


So that after having paid my own Attorney, you perceive 
my Lord, I muſt be about eight Pounds out of Pocket. 

In this Place, my Lord, I beg your Lordſhip's Attention, 
I have mentioned, in the Letter to your Lordſhip's Steward, 
that the Arcorney. in all theſe Cauſes, ſigns himſelt, TroMas | 
JexKins once more entreat your Lordſhip's Obſer- 
vation, that he figns his Name THoMas JENKiNS, is an 
Attorney of the Court of King” s-Bench, and lives in the 
Town of Abergavenny. 


With 


— 


With theſe repeated Acts of cruel Oppreſſion, my Lord, 
I was continually treated. —— When, being in Company 
with ſome Workmen in the Grounds, on the 7th of March, 
1774, word was brought to me, That two of my Cows 
were taken from the Fold, by the Bailiffs, and put into 
your Lordihip's Pound in Abergavenny, ., : 
1 immediately waited on my Neighbour, Colonel Cham- 
hre, a Gentleman in the Commiſſion of the Peace; who 
told me, he did imagine it was occaſioned by a Difringas 
for a Contempt; he having a Tenant, who ſome time paſt, 
was ſerved in the ſame manner, .. And that the Summons was 
afterwards found to have been put in at a Window, not 
much frequented. — The Gentleman, who ufed to make 
Appearances for me, was that Day at Brecon ; fo that 1 
could apply to no one, but your Lordſhip's Recorder, of 
the Court Baron, a Mr, Henry Gabb, a Limeburner;,—who 
would not interfere for the delivering the Cattle, though 
I offered any Indemnification. . I mult here acquaint your 
Lordſhip, that as the Evening drew near, it likewiſe brought 
on a moſt violent cold, rainy, and ſtormy Night. The 
Anxiety I was under for my Cattle, as they were expected 
to calve every Hour, they being taken from a well littered 
Cowhouſe, and expoſed in ſuch a Night, and up to their 
Bellies in Mud and Water, made me determine at all Events, 
to break the Pound open, and to take them away. But I 
was prevented—— The Attorney knew a Buſineſs of that 
Sort might make an Alarm, and he prevented me, by re- 
moving the Cows to Mr. Hallingtay's, the Greyhound-Inn, 
in Abergavenny, I was with my Attorney, at Monmouth, 
early the next Morning; and then found it to be a Diffrin- 
gas, far a Non-Appearance to a County Court Writ, in the 
Name of Thomas Price, Being very certain, my Lord, 


KM 


that I had received no Summong, and not knowing the 


1 I was, much ſurprized at this Intelligence; but when 
returned to Abergavenny to demand my Cattle, I en- 


| quired who had ſerved me with, a Suramons ? And immedi- 


ately a Man preſeating himſelf, declared, he had ſerved me 
with it, in Perſon, at my own Houſe. He told me, his 
Name was John Davies; but I find him much better known 


in this County, by the Name of Gwipes, | _ 


The Cattle, my Lord, were taken ſrom me on the 
= of March, and I recovered them again on the 8th; 
ut on the 234 of the ſame Month, in riding through 


Aber gauenny, 


1 


Abergavenny, this ſame Fohn Davies, alias Gwipes, called ts 


me and ſaid, he wanted to ſpeak with me. As I had by 
this Time been:furniſhed with the Particulars of his real Cha- 
rater, I would not ſtop till 1 had a Witneſs to his Buſine(s, 
With me. —And accordingly: in the Houſe, and in the 
Preſence of Mr. William Herbert, an Ironmonger, he ſeryed 
me with a Writ' from your Lordſhip's Court, as from the 
faid Thomas Price, and by the fame Attorney, Thomas Jen- 
ins. At the ſame time, he ſerved me with five other 
Writs. from your Lordſhip's Court. And I was obliged to 
enter Appearances, by a Gentleman in Abergavenny, (ſince 
. deceaſed) to che fix Actions immediately. I 
-- Your: Lordſhip muſt here be acquainted, That on enquiry 
into the Character of this John Davies, alias Gwipes, (who, 
Las very certain had ſworn'to a Falſity concerning any Ser- 
vie- of the Writ upon me) I found he had occaſioned a 
Neighbout and his Wife to be made Priſoners a Day and a 
Night, by his falſe ſwearing to the Service of an Exchequer 
Writ, in a Cauſe wherein the ſame Thomas Jenkins was the 
Attorney, and who had employed the ſame John Davies, 
alias Gtoipes, to make the Service of that Subpœna. . 
Be plesſed ta remark, my Lord, the Day I had the fix 
Writs frem your Lordſhip's Court ſerved upon me, by this 
Jun Dauirs, alias Owipes, was the 23d of March laſt; and 
zt: the Aſſizes which came on the Very next Day, I took 
this Neighbour of mine to Chepftow, (the Goal Ie 
being at Monnmurh) and a Bill for wilful and corrupt Per- 
jury was found againſt this John Davies, alias Gwipes.— 
W hereupon a Warrant for àpprehending him being granted 
to the Conſtable of the Parith where I preſide, he took this 
Jahn Davies, alias Gwipes in Abergavenn . 
IJ. am ſorry to inform your Lordſhip, of a Miſtake made 
by the Conſtable in thus taking this John Davies, alias 
Cuipes, ſor the Warrant being directed to the Chief and 
Petty Conſtables of the County of Monmouth, the Conſtable 
never imagined he was burning his Fingers, to take him in 
the Pariſh of Abergavenny.— But he did there take him, and 

conducted him to UV, to which Goal he was committed. 
The Conſequence of which was, about three Days after- 
wards, he was bailed out. And at the very hour he /was 
bailed out, the Conſtable going through UV, was met by 
the Attorney, Thomas Jenkins, and another (his Colleague) 
: f "or OLIN Corn vis * * in 


[ is ] 

in a poſt-chaiſe, who. had been on the Bufineſs of bailing; 
this Jobn Davies, alias Gwipes, and who upon meeting this 
Conſtable, immediately ſtopped the Chaiſe and jumped out 
followed the Conſtable, and calling to Fobn Davies, alias 
Gwipes, to aſſiſt them; for they had caught the Conſtable, 
and would do for him. He therefore was obliged to ſeek 
Security, by —_— himſelf at the Angel-lnn in Dt; 
and directly ſeat for a Gentleman in the Town (a Juſtice ſor 
the County) to afford him neceſſary Protection. — But this; 
Outrage being committed in Uſe, and as the Portrieve, is 
the Chief Magiſtrate there, and that Gentleman being from 
home, the Conſtable was adviſed to ſtay there that Evening, 
and go forward on his Journey next Morning, which Advice 
was followed, And on his returning home a few Days 
afterwards, waited on John Lewis, Eſq; of Landils-Cruſoney, . 
who granted his Warrant againſt the ſaid Thamas Fenkins, 
and bis Colleague in the Chaile, and againſt Fobn Davies, 
alias Gwipes, for Sureties of the Peace towards the Conſtable, 
and who accordingly were bound to appear at the next 
Quarter-Seffions at Caerleon,—It fo happened, my Lord, 
at the Quarter- Seſſions, that theſe People, inſtead. of being 
diſcharged, were held ſtill on their | 24.24 nadie © 
Lord, I mean the Attorney, ' Thomas Fenkins, and his Col-, 
league; but as to Jehn Davies, alias Gwipes, the Bench 
committed him to Monmouth Goal, for want of Sureties of 
Two Hundred Pounds. And though the Attorney Thomas 
Jentins, and his Colleage, applied for a Diſcharge at the 
next Quarter-Seſſions, at Chepſtou, yet it was thought pro- 
per, not to 1 them, until the laſt Quarter-Seſſions, 
at Newport, As for John Daves, alias Gwipes, he is till: 
in Monmouth Goal, to be tried at the next affizes for the 
Perjury. My Lord, I am fearful, at this Period, your 
Lorpſhip will ſay, this is neither to You, nor to your Court 
Baron——But, pardon me, my Lord, if your Lordſhip. 
inſiſts upon it, as a Digteſſion, I readily allow it; and yet 
it may be found to have its Uſe,.——l before acquainted your 
Lordſhip, that the Conſtable, by taking this Jahn Davies, + 
alial Gwipes, in the Town of Abergavenny, did burn bis 
Fingers, (metaphorically ſpeaking, my Lorg,) and he did 
ſo, by giving Offence to the Attorney, Thomas Fenkins, 
who brought an Action for this John Davies, alias Gwipes, 
and declared againſt the Conſtable, for One Hundred Pounds 

| ö Damages. 


. 
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. » 
Dama es,——TIndeed, my Lord, I believe, he. could, witli 
ſome Truth ſay, that this Zobz Davies, alias Gwipes might 
be an Hundred' Pounds value to him. But I think, 
the Attorney, Thomas Fenkins, qyer-rated the Miſtake of 
the Conftable————Becauſe'this Fobn Davies, alias Gwipesy 
has been once ſentenced to be tranſported for Felony ;, and 
through the Lenity of the Court, it is now owing, that 
he has been thus at large, to be a further Nuiſance to the 
Country in general. | 
It perhaps, may be unknown to your Lordſhip, but it 
is a Cuſtom which was long ago eſtabliſhed, and always 
claimed by your Lordſhip's Steward, to nominate the Petty 
Conſtable for the Pariſh in which I refide. And as there 
was a Stranger juſt come to reſide in the Pariſh, your Lord- 
ſhip's Steward, (for Reaſons to bimſelf beſt known, made 
his Election on the Stranger. I aſſure your Lordſhip, 
]-was that unlucky Stranger, your btewnrd honoured in 
chuſing Petty Conſtabe.— And, my Lord, I was the un- 
fortunate Conſtable, who had the Imprudence to take John 
Daves, alias Gtuipes, from before his Maſter's Face, in the 
Town of Abergavenny. —— That identical John Daviss, 
alias Gwipes,—that Pillar of Perjury,—that main Support 
of Practice, in the Court Baron of Abergavenny, _ 
My Lord, I never ſhall forget, what this John Davies, 
alias Gwipes, told me, when 1 was taking him from Aber- 
gavenny to Uſe, —He to'd me, and wept bitterly, when he 
ſaid it, That a Peter Davies, an Attorney, and one who 
was a Practitionet in your Lordſhip's Court Baron, was the 
firſt who broke him in, (that was the Expreſſion.) But on 
his dying in Monmouth Goal, he had been employed by the 
Attorney, Thomas F . My Lord, I am afraid of 
burning my Fingers again, if I mention his Maſter's Name 
here, — but as I am an Evidence againſt him at the Aſſizes, 
1 will then mention it. He told me, moreover, That 
he had been employed ſince the Death of Peter Davies, (ex- 
cept when he committed the Felony) in the common Prac- 
tice of Perjury,——in ſwearing any Thing, and againſt any 
Perſon, when his Maſter gave him Orders for that Purpoſe. - 
—— My Lord, he confeſſed he had never ſerved me with the 
County Court Writ, nor had ever ſpoke to me before that. 
Morning on which I recovered my Cattle. —-—That as to 
my Neighbour and his Wife, he declared, he had never 
been near their Houſe, at the Time he had ſworn it 


This 


ER M * 
This is the Man, my Lord, who was propoſed by the 
Attorney, Thomas Jenkins, as a Juryman, on the Trial 1 
had in your Lord{kip's Court Baron. 


It was, I think, my Lord, about the 4th of April laſt, 
the Gentleman died, who had been fo kind as to put in 
Appearances to the fix Actions I was ſerved with, of the 
23d of March. And the Attorney, Thomas Jenkins, having 
demanded Pleas on the 11th of April, Jate in the Evening, 
againſt the next Court Day, which was on the 13th, I de- 
fired the Gentleman, who was Clerk to the Deceaſed, to 
put in Pleas for my Attorney. As the ſhortneſs of the Time 
for Notice would not permit me to ſend for them : But the 
Attorney, Thomas Jenkins, refuſed taking thoſe Pleas, from 
any, but my Attorney; and infifted upon 'Judgment.— 
To be ſure, my Lord, | was forewarned what the Attorney, 
Thomas Jenkins would do; and indeed, I did ſend Expre:s 
to my Attorney at Manmouth, for Pleas, and which came 
only time enough to prevent Judgment. — Execution, my 
Lord, was certain for me. 


1 then applied to Mr. Kenſey, an Attorney at Law, and 
Nephew to your Lordſhip's Steward, Wiiliam Morgan, Eſq; 
T to'd Mr. Kenſey my Caſe := But Mr. Kenjey bad before 
been acqueinted with theſe violent Proceedings zgainſt me; 
and he declared, the Practice of the Court was ſo notorious, 
that he would not appear in it, as an Attorney, even for his 
own 3rother ; but gave his Opinion for the Diſſolution of 
the Court, had it been in his Fower, as Steward, to have 
accompliſbed. 


My Lord, I muſt here mention particularly the Names of 
the Plaintiff, in two of theſe fix Cauſes, wherein Pleas 
were demande, as it is matter of ſome In ormation teſpect- 
ing what follows. The one was in the Cauſe of Joſeph 
S/anley, already mentioned in my Letter to.your Lordſhip's 
Steward; and the other, of a Richard Philt;ps, to be men- 
tioned hereafter. 


Having Buſineſs, my Lord, which called me to the Con- 
tinent, | left home on the 21ſt of April laſt ; and on my 
return to London, took Occaſion, from the Intelligence [ 
received from home, to write to your Lordihip's.Steward, 
the following Letter : 
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SIR, 


& Returning from the Continent, I am informed from 
« F/erndee, that on your laſt Court Day, a Summons there- 
© to was left at my Houſe. And to which, (and I think 
very improperly) my Attorney, being by Accident, at my 
„ Houſe, entered an Appearance. I deſire the Favour of 
you to inform me, whether my Kinſman or Servants are 
« obliged to enter an Appearance to a Summons, to pre- 
vent a Diſtringas ? Or whether a Diſtringas will follow 
for a Non-Appearance at the time, I may be at Vienna 
or Berlin? Uncertain as my ſtay may be in Town, I beg 
« your Anſwer by return of Poſt. | 


* In, SIR, | 
To William Morgan, Eſq; 40 your very humble Servant, 


3 © ToHN CHAPMAN,” 
; — 
Parliament Coffee- Houſe, 
17th May, 1774 


To this Letter, My Lord, I could have no Anſwer.— 
In a few Days I underſtuod the Steward was in London ; 
and accordingly on the 21ſt of May, I waited on him at his 
Houſe in Seymour ſtreet, where the Converſation concerning 
your Lordſhip's Court Baron, and the Hardſhips I was 
obliged to ſuffer therefrom, laſted I believe an Hour, 


Your Lordſhip's Steward told me, the Court was deſigned 
for the eaſe and conveniency of your Lordſhip's Tenants, to 
which | r-adily aſſented ;—but told him, that the very beſt 
Purpoſes and Intentions were often perverted, And that [ 
was very certain, the Caſe of your Lordſhip's Court was fo. 
He mentioned that the Expences of a Writ or Summons 
was trifling, and likewiſe, that a Trial might be obtained 
for very ſmall Colts, I then told him of the Bills I had paid 
tor ſuch Matters, as this Letter has already informed your 
Lordſhip 3 but to which, I could get no other Satisfaction, 
than a Shrug of Surprize ; and that he could not tell how 

it could be. | 

The next Poſt or two, brought me further Information 
from home, relative to theſe Grievances, I applied again to 
your Lordſhip's Steward on the 30th of May; at which 


time I endeavoured to make the Steward underſtand by what 
Ways 
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Ways and Meant did imagine, he might redreſs me. But as 
his Reply is in a Letter, I ſent to your Lordſhip, I will re- 
fer your Lordihip to it. Your Steward ſaid, he was ſoon 
going to Abergavenny, and that he would grant me all the 
Redreſs poſſible, by :ecommending to your Lordſhip to put 
8 ſtop to the iſſuing any Summons from you Lordſhip's 
Ourt. 


The very next day, my Lord, I was introduced by a 
Friend to a Gentleman well known to your Lordſhip ; 
and who recommended it to me, as a neccſſary Step to 
apply to your Lordihip. Being therefore derermined to 
wait on your Lordthip, 1 wrote the following Letter to 
your Lordſhip's Steward: 


« SIR, 


« Having conſidered the Diſcourſe of Monday laſt with 
& you, relative to the ill Uſage, I have met with, in the 
„ Court Baron of Abergavenny, | cannot find my Appre- 
© henſions any ways removed fiom the certainty of the 
e ſame treatment, notwithſtanding you tell me, you give 
me Credit in my relation of Facts, —and that you afford 
e me Pity as a Man and a Neighbour. —To be lure, Sir, 
« you toid me the Redreſs muſt ariie from a total De- 
e privation of Power in that Court, And as my Lord 
« Abergovenny muſt be informed of my particular Caſe, 
« [| think, Sir, it would be extremely remiſs in me, not to 
« make my Situation known to his Lordſhip immediately; 
«© that ſome interpoſition may be made before the next Court 
% Day. And more particular:y fo, as you ſay, tis out of 
« your Power to give me an Anſwer to the Queſtion I put 
& to you, What I am to de? not having any Attorney who 
« will ſo far cegrade himlelt, as to appear in that horiid and 
“ villainous Court? 


To William Morgan, Eſq « am, SIR, 
Seymour - Street, Port- * your very humble Servant, 
Portman-S$quare. « |, CHAPMAN,” 


Parliament Coffee- Houſe, 
, June, 1774. 
C 2 I muſt 
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muſt here acquaint your Lordſhip, concerning the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of the above (Vet! on, I had defired of 
your Steward to anſwer me —For which purpoſe I entreat 
your Lordihip' Attention to my firſt Letter to your Steward, 
dated the 7th of Jauua y, 1774; which mentions a Sans 
mons from a Jonal. ai Gr ofvencr, and which was carried on 
to a Tri, Curing my being in London, But the Attorney, 
Thomas Jenk. ns, inſtead of applying to any Part of the mat- 
ter in thoſe Afidavits, in the L»:ter, procured a Man to 
ſwear, he ſaw this Groſvenar work three Days with me at 
t.rveft, in 1772. And that alone was ſufficient to carry a 
Verdict in your Lord{>ip's Court againſt me. My Attorney, 
aſter the Trial, my Lord, defuing the Attorney Thomas 
Jenkins, to give him che Bil of Debt and Coſts, to dif- 
Cha:ge it immediately, an Excuse was made to deſer it, and 
that it ould be ſent to Monmouth in a few a ys —How- 
ever, my Lord, early the next Morning, the Attorney, 
Thomas Jenkins, ſent up the Bailiffs, who broke open a (Gate, 
and drove fix Head of Cattle of my Farm into your Lord- 
ſhip's Pound, and were kept there until the Debt and Coſts 
were diſcharged, which amounted to five Pounds ſeven 
Shillings and ten Pence; and could not be indulged with a 
Bill to know fer what it was paid. 


This Sum, added to my own Attorney's Bill, I believe 
will come to very little ſhort of Ten Pounds. 


My Lord, there were at the Time of this Trial, no leſs 
than five Witneſſes {Workmen) at my Houſe, to prove the 
paying every Man that Harveſt, every Evening of the Day 
they worked with me. And the Evidence who proved his 
working there, came up to my People the next Day, and 
told them, that had he bean aſked the Queſtion about the 
Payment, he ſhould likewiie have ſworn, that he ſaw Gro/- 
ve nor paid. 

Concerning this tranſaction, my Lord, I rece ved a Letter 
from my Attorney, with concluding, “ That as it was the 
f1:{t Cauſe he ever had defended in your Lordſhip's Coutt, 
ſo likewiſe it ſhould be the laſt.“. 


Your Lordſhip has now before you ihe Nature and Reaſon 
of the Queſtion, I propoſed to your Lordthip's Steward. 


„What 4 am to do, not having any Attorney who will fo 
„ far 
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ce far degrade himſelf as to appear in that horrid and villain» 
% ous Court, the Court Baron of Abergavenny.” 


Let us pauſe, my Lord, Can your Lordſhip imagine 
there is a poſſibility of exiſting in this World, without ſome 
mutual Faith amongſt us! Can there be an Inſtance equal 
to the Tranſaction in your Lordſhip's Court Baron, ſo nicely 
calculated ro deſtroy that neceſſary cement in Life, between 
Man and Man ? more particularly fo, I think in the farm- 
ing Buſineſs. Tis an antient Profeſſion, My Lord; and, 
as we have no Cuſtom handed down to us ct the Neceſſity 
of taking a Receipt from a Day- Labourer in Harveſt-time, 
do imagine my Caſe to be the only one that can be pro- 
duced, where a Requiſition of it, was ever before made in a 
Court of Law. I think it extremely hard upon me in this 
Caſe, my Lord; but I muſt needs allow, that the embar- 
raſſment would certainly be encreaſed, when the Caſe 
ſhould happen, that nzither Farmer or Labourer could 
write or read. 

To proceed, my Lord, — Agteeably to my Intention of 
waiting upon your Lordihip, I fo did, Twas on the 6th 
of June, at your [ordſhip's Houſe in Groſvenor Place. At 
which time, as I before acquainted your Lord{hip, “I flat- 
tered myſelf that | ſhould meet with Redreis, from the Na- 
ture of the Oppreſſion, joined to your Lordſhip's ſeeming 
Diipofition to atford me KRelie!,” 

Your Loreſhip, at parting, defired me to call on your 
Steward in Seymour-Street z and in confequence thereof, I 
wrote the following Letter to your Lorſhip : 


« My Lon p, | | 
« Your Lordſhip is hereby acquainted, That Mr. Mor- 
ce gan is ſet out for Abergavenny.— A Circumſtance extremely 
« unfortunate for me, as it prevents your Lordſhip's perſonal 
« Enquiry and [nterpoſi:ion, ſo much wanted on my Part. 
« Your Lordſhip, I hope, will excu'e me, in the Urgency 
« of my Caſe, if I ſhould entreat your Lordfhip to forward 
$ this Buſineſs, (by Letter) agreeable to your Lordſhip's 
&« [n:enti-n, had Mr. Morgan been in Town; that ſuch 
« Materials may be collected to enable your Lordſhip to form 
« a Reſolution tor my Relief. And more eſpecially ſo, my 
a » 
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« Lord, when Mr. Mos gan, who ſays, He does me the 
Honour of Credit in my Relation of the Facts, and af- 
&« fords me Pity as a Man and a Neighbour. Yet cannot 
“ anſwer me the Queſtion, What I am to do? not having 
« any Attorney who will ſo far degrade himſelf, as to ap- 
& pear in that horrid and villanous Court ?— As the Inter- 
« poſition therefore, muſt originate with your Lordſhip, 
ce hope, my Lord, you will do ſo much Juſtice to a Stran- 
c ger, that on the next Court-Day, I may not have Eight 
« or Ten Pounds taken from me in my Abſence, (as was 
<< the Caſe the laſt Court-Day) by a Sett of Villans, who 
are a Diſgrace to human Nature, and a Reproach to the'r 
ce Place of Habitation. Was I at home, my Lord, I 
could give you an Account of theſe Proceedings againſt 
« me in your Lordſhip's Court Baron, ſince my firſt Reſi- 
« dence in the County; and likewiſe the Money it hath 
c“ coſt me to defend myſelf therein. But I would not wiſh 
te to take up a Moment of your Lordſhip's Time, not even 
« to the reading of the Contents, was | not aſſured of your 
«* Lordſhip's natural Diſpoſition ; and that in taking a Part 


« with me, your Lordihip takes the humane Side of the 
« Queſtion, 


To the Rt. lan. I am, my Loxp, 
The Lord Abergavenny, Tour Lordſhip's 
Groſuvenor-Place, % Muſt humble Servant, 
Pimlico. & |, CHAPMAN,” 


Parliament Coffee- Houſe, 
7th June, 1774 


The ſame Day, my Lord, I wrote the following Letter 
to your Lordſhip's Steward : 


«SIR, 


« A few Days after I called upon you in Seymour-Street, 
« J was introduced (by a Friend) to a Gentleman of conſi- 
c derable Property in the County of Monmouth, and well 
& known to Lord Abergavenny. And on being informed of the 
« ill Treatment | have met with, in the Court Baron, he 
« recommended to me to wait on his Lordſhip, in order to 
« acquaint him therewith.—l therefore yeſterday Morning 
met 
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To William Morgan, Eſq; 
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met with his Lordſhip: at home; and he wiſhing to ſee 
you on the Subject this Morning, defired me to call on 
you, to acquaint you therewith.—Lhad indeed, acquaint- 
ed his Lordſhip, that I imagined you was gone ; but his 
Lordſhip thought otherwiſe. However, I have informed 
him, that you are at Abergavenny. And as you are well 
acquainted with the Nature of my Grievanee, I need on- 
ly add, that I hope for your Support, as a Gentleman, a 
Neigbour, and Steward to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Abergavenny. | | 

« Iam, SIR, 


Abergavenny 7 Tour! Tc — 


Parliament Coffee- Houſe, 


7th June, 1774. 


In a Poſt or two, my Lord, I received a Letter from my 


Attorney, which gave Occaſion for the following Letter to 
your Lorcſhip : 
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« My Lord, | 
] am under the Neceſſity of informing your Lordſhip, 
that by the laſt Poſt, I received Advice from my Attorney, 
that Notice for another Trial, was given him from your 
Court Baron. At the ſame Time, he declares to me, 
that he will not appear there again, on any Conſideration. 
— Under theſe Circumſtances, my Lord, it is impoſſible 
for me to live.— Had I your Lordſhip's Fortune, I could 
not hold out againſt it.—Your Lordſhip will, doubtleſs 
be affected, when you are acquinted, That my Kinſman 
informs me, the Perſon hath not the leaſt Demand upon 
me. He having a Receipt in full to produce, and to 
which he is a Witneſs, near three Years ago. I was 
therefore obliged, in order to prevent my Goods being 
ſeized by your Officers, to ſend down a Writ of Accedas 
ad Curiam. 


«© My Lord, I foreſee, if your Lordſhip does not imme- 
diately ſuppreſs your Court, - the Court will undoubted] 

opprels me to Ruin and Deſtruction. — And though I 
would not ſet a Value on my own Philoſophy ; yet I leave 
it to your Lordſhip's Knowledge of the World, that there 
are very few Men, who would, or could have been fo 
« cruelly 
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te cruelly treated for upwards of three Years, with ſuch re- 
« peated Acts of Villainy, but muſt have been urged, by 
<« the nature of Things, to ſome act of Deſperation. 1 
„again humbly entreat your Lordſhip's Interpoſition. 


„I am, my LORD, 


To the Rt Hon. « * * 
our Lordſhip's 
The Lord Abergavenny, « Moſt — 4 Servant 
Grefvenor-Square, | , 
Pimlico. „ T CHAPMAN,” 


Pariiament Coffee- Houſe, 
13th June, 1774. 


This Notice of Trial, my Lord, was on behalf of Richard 
Phillips, that I before mentioned to your Lordſhip; and for 
which, an Mccedas ad Curiam was ſent down, on Saturday 
the 11th of June, 1774. I ſhall have Occaſion to mention 
the Name of Richard Phillips again. 


My laſt Letter to your Lordſhip was on the 13th of June, 
and on the ſame Day, I received a Letter from my Kinſman, 
wherein among other Things he tells me, that Mr. Jones 
had been with Mr. Morgan, your Lordſhip's Steward, con- 
cerning theſe Injuries. And Mr, Morgan told him, “ If 
| << the Recorder had behaved ill, he would diſcharge him.— 
As to the Attorney he could not interfere with,” | 


The above Letter I incloſed, and with it the following: 
« My Lord, 


&« Your Lordſhip will excuſe my making a Comment on 
„ this Account, by obſerving the Villainy of this Thomas 
e Tenkins, the Attorney, who knowing that I have no 

« Attorney to appear for me, has ſent another Summons 
& for a Foſeph Stanley; which Cauſe has been removed by 

« Accedas ad Curiam a long Time fince ;—fo that aſter hav- 
ing paid ſeveral Pounds in this Cauſe already, I ſhall for 
* want of an Attorney, be obliged to pay the fame over 
c again. 

« J wonder, my Lord, at Mr. Mirgan's mode of Argu- 
c ment; He knows the Abuſe is not owing to the Recorder, 
« for any other Recorder, can do the ſame.— The Abuſe 

„lies 
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« [ics in the very Power your Lordſhip has inveſted in the 
« Recorder. And that Power your Lordſhip muſt take 
&« away, before any Redreſs can be obtained. I affure 
4% your Lordſhip, there is not a Mr. Morgan living, who 
& ſhouid not anſwer to me, for theſe Injuries ;—and in a 
*« manner that renders all Mankind on an Equality. — But 
« as that String has already been touched upon, I will give 
« your Lordſhip Mr. Morgan's own Words, —Sir, (ſays 
« Mr. Morgan to me,) I am only Lord Abergavenny's Stew- 
& ard, and the Redreſi you ſpeak of, muſt come from his Lord- 
« hip ; and the means as thus : 


Mr. Mor Gan, 


« I hereby Order, That from and after the next Court- 


&« Day, which is on Wedneſday the 15th of Fuze 1774, no 
« Summons be iſſued by the Recorder of my Court Baron, 
« until further Orders from me, 


« ABERGAVENNY.” 


« After this Declaration, and being recommended by a 
« Gentleman known to yout Lordſhip, I waited upon your 
„ Lordſhip for Redreſs. 5 

“ At preſent, My Lord, I lie at your Lordſhip's Juſtice. 
« ' Tis that which muſt determine whether I ſhal! have 
a2 Bed to lie on, or lie in the open Air, There can be 
& no Medium in ſuch deſperate Caſes. 


To the Rt. Hon. « Iam, my LORD, 
The Lord Abergavenny, „ Your Lordſhip's 
Groſvenor Place, « Moſt humble Servant, 
Pimlico. © J. CHRAPMAN.“ 


Parliament Coffee- Houſe, 
14th June, 2774. 


Not bearing f om your Lordſhip, my Neceſſity obliged 
me to ſend your Lordſhip the following. 


My Lord, 


Should your Lordſhip's Steward at Abergavenny be led 
*« from any Motive, to wiſh a Continuance of the Practice 
«© in 


/ 


6 A 


* 
e 
* 
FA 
* 
+ 
1 
4 
* 


1 26 J 


c in your Lordſhip's Court Baron, I fear the Relief ] hoped 
4 for, from your Lordſhip, may be at ſuch a Diſtance, that 
I ſhall not feel it's happy Influence, during the Poſſeſſion 
« of any Property left me. I am led to this Reflection, my 
« Loid, by having Intelligence ſo regularly ſent me, from 
my Attorney. and from Home, of a continuance of the 
« ſame violent Meaſures; and have not yet heard a Breath 
< relative to a Redreſs thereof, —My Attorney met your 
« Steward in Monmouth, on his Journey homewards, and 
© acquainted him of the Treatment be met with, at your 
* Lord{hip's Court Baron, and of his Reſolution to attend 
„% there no more. | 

«« Certainly, my Lord, there has been Time enough for 
« Mr. Morgan to have furniſhed your Lordſhip with neceſ- 
„ ſary Intelligence and Recommendation thereon, towards 
e your Lordſhip's ſtopping their Practice, had Mr. Morgan 
« been ſo inclined, for ſome of my Neighbours have been 
„ with him on the Subject. | 

« My Lord, from the good Will of divers Friends, I 
« am adviſed differently, All agree I am a real Ob- 
% jet, I have hitherto made no other Application, but 
« from the Steward of your Court, up to your Lordſhip, 
« where the Matter now reſts, 


«© My Lord, a ſatisfactory Relief is due to me.——l 


«© cannot long ſurvive the preſent mode of Treatment, 
„ practiſed upon my Reputation and Property. 


To the Rt, Hon. « Tam, my LORD, 
The Lord Abergavenny. % Your Lordſhip's | 
Groſvenor Place, « Moſt humble Servant, 
Pimlico. 6 J. CHAPMAN,” 


Parliament Cofee- Houſe, 
21ſt June, 1774. 


Having receiyed the following Letter from my Kinſman, 
I ſent it to your Lordſhip. ...'Tis the Copy of a Letter 
ſent by Mr. William Chapman, from my Houle at Herndte, 
to your S:eward in Abergavenny ; and the Anſwer, (ſuch as 
it is) annexed, | | 


Copy 


an 


Copy of a Letter to WIILIAu Morcan, Eſq; at 
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Abergavenny. 


« Being informed, That the Court Baron will be held 
To-motrow, permit me to beg the Favour of your 
Advice, (as Steward of that Court) in what Manner 
I muſt then act, if any Summons ſhould be ſent t.» 
me, againſt Mr. John Chapman, in his Abſence, — He 
has in two ſeveral Letters defired me to apply to you; 
having had the Pleaſure ſome Time ago, of waiting on 
you ſome time in Landen. — Laſt Court Day, one 
pee. Groſvenor brought on a Trial againſt him, for 
oney owing to him, about a Year ago, on a Jobb of 
M>oting.—A Man, whom Mr. John Chapman never ſaw, 
being then in London, and employed by one Foſeph Stan- 
ley.—— The Attorney, Jenkins, artfully on the Trial, 
changed it for a Debt of Three Shillings and Six-pence 
in the Harveſt, due to him two Years ago. — As we had 
no Suſpicion of this Proceeding, and having alſo no Wit- 
neſſes in Court at that Time, to prove the Payment of it; 
et at home, we have four Witneſſes, who are ready to 
make their Affidavits that they ſaw him paid. —Fentins 
the Attorney, promiſed to ſend his Bill of Coſts to Mr. 
Chapman's Attorney at Monmouth on the Saturday follow- 
ing.— But early next Morning, after the Court- Day, he 
ſent the Bailiffs, who took away fix Cattle out of the 
Field, without producing any A-:thu ity for the fame — 
The Cattle vere redeemed, on paying the Bill of Coſts, 
which amwunteJ to five Pounds (even Shilling and ten 
Pence. — This Fenkins, knowing that one Hanbury (A 
Nailor, the Witneß in Greſvenor's Cauſe) was at Work 
that Harveſt, ſent a Wric in his Name for Six-pence due 
to him.— The above-menti ne] Stanley's Cauſe comes on 
To-morrow. The Money to pay the Bill of Coſts, was 
offered to Fenkins the Attorney for Payment, but was 
refuſed, unleſs paid into Court, which we intend to do, 
or into the Hands of the Recorder. —1 hope, Sir, you will 
excuſe this long Det ii, thus ha: raſſęd, as Mr. Chapman has 
been with theie ſhameful Actions, ever ſince he has re- 
ſided here; therefore I ſhouid be obliged to you, Sir, to 
inform me, (as Mr, Solomon Fones torgot to aſk you) 
whether any Summons can legally be ſerved at the Houſe 
| | in 
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in Mr. Chapman's Abſence, two Haurs before the Court 
is held? He having no Attorney to plead for him; his 
Attorney having declared, that he never had before, nor 
ever will attend again for him, or any other Client in 


that Court. 
| « Tam, SIR, / 


June 14th, 1774. Vour moſt obedient Servant 
Werndee, « WM. CHAPMAN.” 


P. S. Dear Jack, 


Henry Gabb, the Recorder, the next Day informed me, 
that Mr. Morgan had wrote a Note to him, defiring that he 
would anſwer my Letter, as he could not interfere in the 
Affair. — Telling me, at the ſame Time, that you had 
called ſeveral Times at Mr. Mergan's Houſe in Londen, 
treubling and teazing him with your Buſineſs ; and that he 
ſhould have nothing to do with jt. (rabb alſo ſaid, he 
couid not. 


Your loving Kinſman, 
W. C. 


Your Lordſhip, on the Receipt of this Letter, ſent out 
Word to the Servant, that there was no Occcaſion for an 
Anſwer. And therefore, my Lord, under a Neceſſity of be- 
ing at Home, I wrote the following Card to your Lordihip ; ' 


To the Right Honourable Lord ABERGAVEN NV, 
Grofuenor Place, Pimlico, 
„Mr. Chapman's moſt reſpetfu] Compliments attend 
& Lord Abergavenny, begs to know the Time of his Lord- 
„ ſhip's Leiſure this Day or To-morrow, for Mr. Chapman 
* to wait on his Lordſhip,” „ | 


Parliament Coffee Howe, 
© Tueſday Morn. 28th 


of June, 1774. 


The Servant not being in the way, who had attended 
with my Letters to your Lordſhip, I tent this Card by one 
employed in the Parliament Office. He told me, your 
Lordſhip enquired of him, whether he knew the bofineſs 


on which he came? His Anſwer (he ſays) was, that in 
| conſequence 


E 

conſequence of Mr. Ciapman's generally taking a Bed, when 
in Town, with a Gentleman belonging to the Parliament 
Office, and under whom he was employed : he had heard 
of the Grievance reſpecting your Lordſhip's Court Baron 

of Abergavenny; and, that he did ſuppofe the Letter he had 
brought your Lordſhip, alluded to the Oppreſſion | met 
with in that Court, but no farther could he tell. He like- 
wiſe added, as from your Lordſh p, that, if I had a deſire 
to ſee your Lordihip, I might, on I'hurſday Morning, nine 
o'Clock. 

The Card, my Lord, you perceive, was fent to your 
Lordſhip on Tueſday the 28th of June; and the Verbal 
Appointment to ſee your Lordſhip was on Thurſday the 
zoth, at nine o'Clock in the Morning. In conſequence of 
this Intelligence, I waited at your Lordſhip's Houſe, at 
nine o'Clock, on Thurſday Morning; and the Anfwer I 
received at the Door, was, that your Lordſhip was in- 
diſpoſed and in Bed. On calling again, at five o'Clock in 
the Afternoog, I was informed, that your Lordſhip's In- 
diſpofition ſtiſl prevailed, but recommended to call the next 
Day, Accordingly, my Lord, I was at your Lordſhip's 
Houſe, by ten o'Clock, on Friday the iſt of July; and the 
Antwer I then received was, that your Lordſhip was riding 
out. On a certainty, therefore, of meeting your Lordſhip 
before Dinner, I called about three o'Clock, when 1 was 
informed, that your Lordſhip was not yet come home, I 
afterwards called between five and ſix o'Clock, and 
Lordſhip was then engaged. At eight.o'Clock, my Lord, 
1 got into the Glouce/ter Coach, and was at home the next 
Evening, on Saturday the 2d of July, and accordingly I 
acquainted your Lordſhip therewith. 22857 


The Wedneſday following, my Lord, being the 6th of 
July, was the Day when the trial was to come on, in your 
Lordſhip's Court, on cccount of the Thomas Price already 

mentioned, And as this Circumſtance was known to me 
in London, I made a point of waiting on my Attorney, in 
Monmouth, as 1 paſſed through, on the Saturday, coming 
home; and intreated him, for this one Trial, to appear 
again for me, in your Lordſhip's Court. Accordingly, my 
Lord, when the I rial was expected to come on, there was 
neither a Themas Price nor a Witneſs; and though my At- 
torney waited on your Lordſhip's Steward, yet he had no 
other Anſwer, than its being the Cuſtom of the Court. 


| Li J 
My Lord, let us trace this matter back. In the firſt 
place, my Cattle were taken away; myſelf and Servants 
taken from their employ to ſeek after them. As for myſelf, 
J had a Journey to Monmouth, to my Attorney, to recover 
them, in as ſevere. a Morning as ever the Heavens produced; 
and, upon recovering them, was then ſerved with a Writ 
from your Lordſhip's Court Baron, which was on Wedneſ- 
day the 23d of March laſt ; when, after declaring, filing, 
| Feeing, and ſimiliter, down to the 6th of July, at the Time 
my Attorney came ſixteen Miles to try this Cauſe, there 
was no Plaintiff produced; not a Witneſs in the Court, 
nor any Remedy for theſe Proceedings; your Lordſhip's 
Steward telling my Attorney, It was the Cuſtom of the 
« Court.” | | 1 
This is what has been done to me; and yet, my Lord, 
{cruel as my Caſe is) their might have been a greater Cala- 
mity than all this; at leaſt, my Lord, I think ſo. 


There are, my Lord. of the Nobility, ſome, who are 
extremely tenacious of their prerogative; and though I am 
a dtranger to your Lordſhip's Principles on that head, yet l 
cannot belp thinking (and my Reaſons I will give your 
Lordſhip in the Poſticript) that had not my Cattle — 
removed, and I had proceeded to recover them, by break- 
ing open your Lordſhip's Pound, this affair would have been 
laid before your Lordfhip in ſuch a Manner, that injured as 
1 am already, à rigorous Proſecution would have been the 
conſequence. +» Drag | | 

I muſt here tell your Lordſhip, that on the Morning of 
this intended I rial, my Attorney-breaktatted with me, and 
during which, the Attorney, Thomas Jenkins, fent up two 
other Writs ſrom your Lordſhip's Court; and to which, 
though my Attorney entered appearances, to prevent my 
Cattle from being ſeized, yet he declared, he never would, 
on any Account whatever, appear again, in that horrid'and 
villainous Court; the Court Baron of Abergavenny. | 


In this dilemma, my Lord, I took a mo ſurprizing Reſo- 
lution ; I reſolved to ſed the State of l 0 4 
Attorney Thomas Fenkins. The Perſon who took the Ac- 
count to him, paid the Money for me, and tobk the Man's 
'Receipt for the ſame. He likewiſe produced the Receipt 
which he had given to me when he took the Money, and 
to which there was a ſubſcribing Witnels, Notwithftand- 
. "35 Loy" | ing 
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1 
ing theſe clear, plain, and undoubted Facts, yet, my Lord. 
having no Attorney to proceed for me, I was obliged to pay 
ſix Pounds nineteen Shillings and eight-pence, This was 
on the 17th of Augu/?, 1774; and this, my Lord, is the 
laſt Robbery to which I was obliged to ſubmit, in your 
Lordſhip's Court Baron of Abergavenny. 


My Lord, I believe the Law hath provided a Puniſhment 
for ſending a threatening Letrer to extort Money from any 
one; but under the Cover of a Summons to the Court 
Baron of Abergavenny, that Species of Robbery meets with 
Impunity. 

The following Anecdote is too curious to be omitted; I 
therefore beg Leave to make your Lordſhip acquainted 
with it. | | | 

I was ſerved with a Writ from your Lordſhip's Court 
Baron, and knowing but one Man in the World of that 
Name mentioned in the Writ, and he reſiding at Briſſol, I 
immediately went thither, and received the following In- 
formation, He had been (he ſaid) to Abergavenny, and 
took Chaiſe from the Paſſage to bring him back the next 
Morning to the Paſſage again. That in the Afternoon, 
whilſt at Abergavenny, there fell a very heavy Snow; and, 
during the Converſation, he was lamenting, that it pre- 
vented him taking a walk up to ſee Mr. Chapman; for 
(added he) Mr. Biſbop, at the Cbriſtopher, in Wells, ſent a 
Chedder Cheeſe to me for him; and I never heard that he 
received it. ' he Attorney then enquired what might be 
the price of Chedder Cheeſe? The Anſwer was, he paid 
Biſhop fifteen Shillings for that which he ſent me. | 


This was ſufficient for the Attorney to enter an Action 
in your Lordfhip's Court Baron: and a Declaration deliver- 
ed the next Day after the Writ ; but he thought proper to 

roceed no farther. It was at the time I was going this 
D to Briſlol, that the ſaid. Thomas Jentins and his 
Colleague aſſaulted me in the Town of U. 


In my firſt Letter to your Lordſhip's Steward, I men- 
tioned half a Score of theſe Actions; and I can now ac- 
quaint your Lordſhip, they are at this 1 ime multiplied to 
a Score, 

My Lord, let me now acquaint your Lordſhip of ſome 


other Hardſhip's I have undergone from the practice of your 
| Court 


1 
Court Baron. I ſpeak as to my own Knowledge, relative 
to the Method conſtantly practiſed upon me; which is, my 
Lord, to ſend the Writs to me, on the Morning on which 
the Court is opened; and within an Hour of the Court being 
opened; particularly, ſome have been ſent up after the 
Court has been opened and ſhut again; and the Gentleman 
who has appeared for me, has been obliged to apply for the 
opening of the Couit. As my Attorney lives at Monmouth, 
a Diſtance of ſixteen Miles, how is it poflible, my Lord, 
in the nature of Things, to enter Appearances to fuch 
Writs, on ſuch ſhort Notice? And I aſſure your Lordſhip, 
had it not been for the good nature of a Gentleman in 
Abergavenny (ſince dead) 1 muſt have ſuffered my Cattle, 
many times, to have been taken away, becauſe it has not 
been in my Power to work Miracles, | 
Again, my Lord, in the Cauſe of a Joſeph Stanley, men- 
tioned to your Lordſhip's Steward, in my firſt Application 
to him, and afterwards to your Lordſhip, in deſiring your 
Remark upon it. It is thus, my Lord. I was ſerved by 
the Attorney, Themas Jenkins, from your Lordſhip's Court 
Baron, as from a Feſeph Stanley, and which was removed 
by Accedas ad Curiam, in 1773; aud the Charges thereof, 
your Lordſhip perceives, was five Pounds eleven Shillings 
and ten · pence. Again, on the 25th of May 1774, during 
my being in London, another Writ, by the Attorney, Thomas 
2 2nd in the Name of the ſame Jeſeph Stanley, was 
ent up to my Houſe, and an Appearance entered, And 
as your Lordſhip's Steward would not interfere (at my 
Kindſman's Interceſſion) with the Attorney, the Debt and 
Coſts were paid by my Kindſman, to the Attorney Thomas 
Fenkins ; and the following Receipt was given for the ſame, 
by your Lordſhip's Recorder, Mr. Henry Gabb, the Lime- 
burner. | 
Mr. Ferkins received the within Debt and Coſts, by the 
Hands of 


| & d. 
Henry Gabb, 15th June, 1774. Debt o 4 o 
N Coils o 16 6 
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Likewiſe 


Ws 

Likewiſe, my Lord, in the Caſe of a Richard Phillips (to 
which J have before deſired your Lordſhip's Attention) l 
was firſt ſerved with a Writ from your ſaid Cour, by the 
Attorney, Thomas Fenkins, and in the Name of Richard 
Phillips, on the 23d of March, 1774, and which was re- 
moved by Accedas, on the 15th of June. Yet, on the 6th 
of July, another Writ by the Attorney, Thomas Fentins, 
and in the Name of the ſaid Richard Phillips, was ſent to 
me; and this being the Day for the trial of Thomas Price, 
already mentioned, my Attorney was with me, and entered 
an Appearance, to prevent my Cattle being taken away. 

The Receipts following will certainly convince your 


Lordſhip what Satisfaction 1 muſt have felt in a Trial of 
ſuch a Nature; and where my own Reputation was the 


principal Object, 1 | 
Received Jan 6, :772, of Jahn Chapman, three Pounds 
nine Shillings, for making two Wains, and in full of all 


Demands, 
N Richard Phillips. 
Fan . , 
2 $5 © Wains. 
o 10 o Naves. 
o 14 o Pellies. 
—— j˙.e © 
EE ba 
Witneſs, William Chapman, 


Again. Received July 13, 1772, of John Chapman, 
three Guineas and three Shillings, tor making a Waggon 
and Dribbles, and in full of all Demands. 


Richard Phillips. 
an 
3: 4:9 
Witneſs, William Chapman. 


This Evidence, ſurely, my Lord, is ſufficient for any 
Court in the Kingdom; though I ſhould be very ſorry to 
hazard a Trial upon it, in the Court Baron of Abergavenny. 
But, my Lord, what will your Lordſhip fay to the fol- 
lowing Affidavit? | | 
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RICHARD PHiLlLi1Ps, Plaintiff. 
and 
JohN CHATMAN, Defendant, 


Richard Phillips, of the Pariſh of Abergavenny, in the 
County of Monmouth, W heelwright, the Plaintiff in this 
Cauſe, maketh Oath and ſaith, I hat the Defendant, Fohn 
Chapman, about three Years ago, borrowed of this Depo- 
nent, two Sets of Spokes, for the Wheels of two Wains or 
Carts, and promiſed to let him have ſome others in their 
place or ſtead ; when he, the ſaid Fohn Chapman, ſhould 
fall ſome I imber for that Purpoſe : and that, about a Year 
ago, Charles Oſſand, of the Town of Abergavenny, Labourer, 
came to this Deponent, and told him, that Thomas Jenkins, 
of the Town of Abergavenny, Attorney at Law, and one of 
the Attornies of this Court, wanted to ſpeak with him, this 
Deponent ; and accordingly this Deponant went to the ſaid 
Thomas Jenkins, who aſked this Deponent, if the Defendant, 
John Chapman, owed him, this Deponent, any Money? 
When this Deponent told the ſaid Thomas Jenkins, that he 
did not ; but that he had lent him two ſets of Spokes, which 
Mr. Chapman had not returned, becauſe he could not get 
them hewed out. That then the ſaid Thomas Jenkins told 
this Deponent, that if he would give Conſent, he would ſue 
the ſaid Fohn Chapman; and that he would carry the Law 
on at his, the ſaid Thomas Fenkins's own Expence; and, 
that it ſhould not coſt this Deponent any thing. And this 
Deponent has heard, that the ſaid Thoms Jenkins brought 
an Action againſt the ſaid Fohn Chapman, at this Deponent's 
Suit, in the Hundred Court of Abergavenny : and: that the 
ſaid John Chapman cauſed the ſaid Cauſe to be removed, into 
this Court, by Writ of Accedas ad Curiam ; and from the 
Time that the ſaid Cauſe was ſo removed, he, this Depo- 
nent, never gave any Directions or Orders to the laid Thomas 
Fenkins, for carrying on the ſaid Cauſe in this Court. And 
this Deponent further ſaith, that he ſhould not have brought 
any Action againſt the ſaid John Chapman for the ſaid Spokes, 


or any other Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever, had 2 
the 


1 


the ſaid Thomas Jenkins ſent to this Deponent as aforeſaid, 
and promiſed to carry on the ſaid Cauſe at his, the ſaid 


Thomas Jenkins's own Expence. 


Richard Phillips. 
Sworn at the Town of Monmouth, 
in the County of Monmouth, the 
1ſt Day of Dec. 1774, before me 
| Aubry Barnes (by Commiſſion) 


I have one other Caſe to acquaint your Lordſhip with, 

which is, that | have been ſerved with two Writs at one 
and the ſame Time, from your Lordſhip's Court, both in 
one Name, and directed to me, one as John Chapman, Gent. 
and the other as Fohn Chapman, Labourer ; to both which 
Writs | was obliged to appear in your Lordſhip's Court ; 
and afterwards to have two Accedas's ad Curiam for the pur- 
poſe of removing them, At the ſame Time I was ſerved 
with a third Writ, directed to me as John Chapman, Mer- 
chant, to which, likewiſe, 1 was obliged to appear in your 
Lordſhip's Court, 
I will now acquaint your Lordſhip with ſome general 
Abuſes, the knowledge of which, | can only ſay I received 
from Information, My Lord, let me remark, that from 
the Character of a John Davies alias Gwipes, your Lordſhip 
may frame ſome opinion of thoſe employd Y the ſame At- 
torney; there are four of them: and it is a Practice, on the 
Writs from your Lordſhip's Court being iſſued, to leave the 
Writ under any Door or Window, or even to put them 
into the Thatch of a Houſe; and which, agreeable to the 
Practice of your Lordſhip's Court, is deemed a good Ser- 
vice, Indeed, my Lord, I think it is not. For, from an 
Omiſſion of an Appearance, a Diſtringas is iſſued, and 1 
remember John Davies, alias Gwipes, told me, as I was 
taking him to U Gaol, that the Evening preceeding my 
apprehending him, he and the other three, by means of fuch 
Services, had taken a Horſe from one Man; a Cow from 
another; and a Flitch of Bacon from a poor Woman. 


My Lord, | am informed, Writs from your Court Baron 
are iſſued and not entered; and that if Appearances are 
made, tis ſo; if not, they are entered, and a Diſtringas 
iſſued; and | am moſt credibly informed, that many a good 


Guinea has been taken by an Attorney in Abergavenny, for 
E32 . nothing 


158 1 
nothing more than the iſſuing a Writ from your Lordſhip's 
Court Baron. And ofttimes, my Lord, a Writ 
is ſent to one Attorney, and an Appearance entered by 
another; though Plaintiff and Defendant are as much 


Strangers to the Action, as the Attornies are to common 
Honeſty. 


am told, that your Lordſhip's preſent Steward, illiam 
Morgan, Kiq. is an Attorney; that your Lordſhip's late 
Steward, his own Brother, was an Attorney; and that 
thomas Jenkins, now an Attorney, did live with him many 
Years: in whole Service his ſhining Abilities firſt exem- 
pliſied on the Surface of his Maſter's Shoes and Boots; ſrom 
which Period, being aſſiſted by the unwearied Inſtructions of 
a tender Parent, who is a Bailiff's Follower, now living at 
Ponrypool, in this County, He has made a moſt ſurprizing 
Progreſs in Life; and to the Aſtoniſhment of all, when nor: 
more than two and forty Years of Age, was admitted an 
Attorney of the Court of King's Bench, and became an able 
Practitioner in your Lordſhip's Court Baron of Abergavenny. 


My Lord, that your Lordſhip may have the moſt perfect 
Knowledge concerning this Attorney, as far as lies in my 
Power to afford, he (as I be'ore had informed your Lord- 
ſuip's Steward) ſigns himſelf Themas Fenkins; yet, by 
many People, is much better known by the Name of 
Thomas Jenkins Ap Rees; and, by the Generality, agreeably 
io the Idiom of this County, by the Name of Thomas Jenkins 
ip Catch pole. - 1 hus tar, my Lord, is Inſormation. 


{ think, my Lord, as my Attorney's Exceptions to ap- 
pear in your Lordſhip's Court Baron, aroſe entirely from 
Principle, it is highly incumbent on me, to give your 
Lordſhip his Name and Place of Refidence ; but it is firſt 
proper to acquaint your Lordſhip, that in the Courſe of 
theſe Struggles, beſides the Obligations | was under for the 
ſriendl!y Offices of a Gentleman living in Abergavenny ſince 
deceaſed) | have likewiſe employed Mr. Thomas Miliiams, 
of Abergavenny; and Meſſrs. George and William Catchn.ayd, 
of Mcrmeuth; yet none of theſe are the Attorney aliuded to. 
The Perfon 1 mean, in the very firſt Inſtance of kmploy- 
ment by me, entered an Appearance for me, in the County 
Court, cn the 8th of March, 1774, towards a Redemption 
of my Cattle; and he being recommended to me as an 
honeit Man, 1am here under the Neceflity of begging your / 

; . Lordihip's 
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Lordſhip's Pardon for the Digreſſion, in taking the Oppor- 
tunity of returning my moſt ſincere I hanks to my Friends, 
for that Recommendation; aſſuring your Lordſhip at the 
ſame Time, that He is not only an honeſt Man, but a 
Gentleman: his Name is James Bowen, and lives in the 
Town of Monmouth. This is the Perſon I ſpeak of, as 
my Attorney. 


The laſt Robbery, T mentioned to your Lordſhip, that I 
ſuffered from your Lordſhip's Court Baron, was on the 17th 
of Auguſt, 1774, ſince which the Attorney Thomas Fenkins, 
has given me Time to breathe : and | have taken the Op- 
portunity accordingly to acquaint your Lordſhip, that I 
have collected an Account of the different Sums which I 
have paid, and which Expence has been entirely owing to 
the Activity of the Attorney, Themas Jenkins, notwith- 
ſtanding his very groſs habit of Body; ariſing, ab origine, 
from the Conſequences of the injurious Practices in the 
Court Baron of Abergavenny. 


My Lord, I can produce Vouchers for the Payment of 
One Hundred and deventy-three Pounds "Thirteen Shillings 
and Five Pence. A Sum, your Lordſhip will ſurely allow, 
much too large to be taken away; and taken by ſuch 
Means, that in Truth, cannot even be called the Shadow 
of the Law. | | 8 


In this Account, wy Lord, I have made no Charge of 
ſeveral Journies to London, Expreſſes from Neceſſity, and 
Journies without Number round the Country. 0 


What Recompence, my Lord, can be made to a Man, 
who at the ſame time his Property is thus taken away from 
him, is inſulted, abuſed, and the very Means thus taken of 
plundering him, is made the very Argument of his being a 
bad Man ? What Satisfaction for the Diſtreſs, the Trouble, 
and the Fatigue, theſe Actions have occaſioned? Yes, my 
Lord, 1 have one Satisfaction. I here ſolemnly proteſt, 1 
have never been lawfully ſerved with any Writ, from your 
Lordſhip's Court Baron of Abergavenny, for any juſt Debt, 
or Demend due to any one; nor for any, real Aſſault, 
breach of the Peace, or Offence whatever; and | am ready, 
in your Lordſhip's Preſence, to receive the Sacrament on 
the | ruth hereof. pe bes * 


My Lord, 1 have reſided within your Lordſkip's Hun- 
dred of Abergavenry, near four Years; in which Time [ 
| ' 8 have 
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have expended upwards of Fifteen Hundred Pounds, on a 
ſmall Spot of Fourſcore Pounds a Year. And in Conſe- 
quence I muſt have employed a great Number of labouring 
People. I have likewiſe ſent two Cargoes of Wheat and 
Flour from London, for the Conſumption of the poor Inha- 
bitants of thoſe parts. In one of which, I was a conſider- 
able Sufferer by the Weather, at Sea: and no longer than 
laſt Midſummer, I aſſure your Lordſhip, when Wheat was 
ſold at Twelve Shillings per Buſhel, and expected to be 
ſtill higher, 1 fold, by the Common Crier, in Abergavenny 
Market, 'I'wo Hundred Buſhels of Wheat, of my own 
growth, at Half-a-Guinea per Buſhel, in ſmall Quantities, 
to the poor, In this Account your Lordſhip's Ear is not 
abuſed, „ | 
My Lord, I was deſipned by my Friends to the Service of 

the Church. Fortune made me a Farmer. But a certain 
Perſon, willing to do more for me than either Friends or 
Fortune, endeavoured to prove me a Highwayman, 

On this conſideration, my Lord (excluſive of the Sanc- 
tion given to theſe injurious Practices againſt me) I do no 
longer hold that Perſon either as a Gentleman, or a Neigh- 
bour. Yet, deficient as he is, in the Accompliſhments of 
the one, and fo totally deſtitute of the Feelings of the 
other, he is the better qualified to be the Inquiſitor Gene- 
ral of the Court Baron of Abergavenry, | 

My Lord, I ſubmit a Peruſal of the Contents to your 
Lordſhip for Relief. | 


And I am, FIN 
S 
My L 0 R 1 2 f >, 
r 
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moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN CHAPMAN, 


W, erndee, Monmouthſhire, 
Saint David's Day, 1775. 


